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We have tentative schedules for the various districts listed for your 

information although, we encourage you to review your District’s data 

directly. 

3/31 Early Dismissal - Roxana School District, Alton School District 

4/1-4/5 No School -Spring Break – Wood River-Hartford School 

District*Camp at Alton** 

4/1-4/5 No School – Spring Break – Roxana School District  

4/2-4/5 No School – Spring Break – Alton School District  

4/21 Early Dismissal – Roxana School District, Alton School District  

4/26 – No School – Wood River – Hartford School District* Camp at 

Alton** 

5/19 – Early Dismissal – Roxana School District   

5/21 Early Dismissal – Last Day of Attendance* - Wood River- Hartford 

School District  

5/25 Early Dismissal – Last Day of Attendance*- Alton School District 

5/27 Last Day of Attendance* - Roxana School District  

 

**5/28 Summer Camp Begins** 

 

For all Camp* Days, please sign up your children so we can adequately 

prepare for meals. 

 

 

Looking Ahead Director’s Note  

Dear Parents and Guardians,  
 
Alton announced the return to In-Person Instruction beginning March 15. Our 

lobby has been feeling a little empty during the day without the students here, 
but I am excited to see things moving forward and looking up from COVID-19.  

 
Nearly all our YWCA staff have received their COVID-19 vaccinations or are in 

the process of receiving their final doses. I want to thank all our healthcare 

workers who have been working tirelessly to fight this pandemic and to those 

who have been working to administer the vaccine.  

 
At the YWCA, accountability is big.  We do offer homework help for our 

students  and our site coordinators are doing everything they can to help each 
student. Once homework time is up, students move to our weekly curriculum, 

outside/gym, or snack time. There may be some days students are not able to 

complete their homework before getting picked up, so please check with your 
students about any homework they may have left to complete at home.  

 

Summer Camp registration is now open for our School Year families. An 
email was sent last week to remind parents about summer care for students. 
Parents have until April 2 to get back to us about Summer Camp Registration 

to have priority. We will be opening the registration to the public April 5. If you 

need a registration packet, please see your site’s Coordinator for a hard copy, 
or email childenrichment@metroeastywca.org for a copy.  
 
We are excited to host another Summer Camp full of fun and new educational 

things for your children to experience. Last summer looked very different with 

COVID-19 in full swing, but we are hopeful this year we may see a little more 

normalcy in our program.  We will have two site locations again this summer 
at the YWCA in Alton for our Alton students, and at the Ivy Heights Church of 
God in Wood River for our Wood River and Roxana students.  

 

Warm Regards,  

Kathy Holder  

Child Enrichment Director  

 

mailto:childenrichment@metroeastywca.org
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March Curriculum  

In celebration of Read Across America Week, our students spent the first week of 

March reading and focusing on Diversity, Inclusion, and Justice. Our students 

took part in relationship building exercises, performed plays, and interviewed 

their fellow classmates to learn some new things about them.  

To celebrate International Women’s Month, our students spent 2 full weeks 

learning about women in History. Students learned Braille and how to 

overcome obstacles with a lesson on Hellen Keller. They traveled to Washington 

D.C to look at Memorials and learn about Mary McLeod Bethune. Students 
learned the story of Ruth Bader Ginsberg and the Supreme Court. To end this 

week, students learned about Rosalind Franklin and extracted DNA from 

Strawberries.  

Our Students continued their education during International Women’s Month 
starting with Rosa Parks. They learned about her history and how to become 

great leaders. Students also learned about Amelia Earhart, airplanes, and made 

their own paper airplanes to test their flight distances. Maya Angelou’s life story 

taught students about poetry and survival. Students got moving with Michelle 
Obama’s accomplishments, learning about Presidential facts and history. To 

end the week, students learned about Dorthea Bate and dug up their own 

dinosaur fossils.  

All about Spring taught students about honeybees and how we can preserve 
their population. Students also made their own kites and tested them on a 

breezy day outside. Our students learned about Greenhouses and made 

window Greenhouses to sprout a class plant. Lastly, students painted 

flowerpots and planted Marigolds, while learning about what flowers need to 

grow.  

The last few days of March were spent learning about Life Cycles of Frogs, 

Butterflies, and Sea Turtles. Students spent time learning about each one and 

created their own 3D clothespin frogs, a growing butterfly, and Paper Plate Sea 
Turtles.  

Jessica reading during Read 

Across America Week.  

Madelyn showing us her 

extracted Strawberry DNA.  

Peyton flying her handmade 

paper kite.   

Alton students digging up their 

dinosaur fossils. 

Roxana students digging up 

their dinosaur fossils. 

Danicka getting ready to send 

her paper airplane after learning 

about Amelia Earhart.  
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“Your Name is A Song”  
Author: Jamilah Thompkins-Bigelow 

Illustrated by: Luisa Uribe 

 

Saddened by her classmates' and teacher's mispronunciations of her name, a girl is 

empowered by her discovery that names are like songs when she and her mom celebrate the 

musicality of African, Asian, Black-American, Latinx, and Middle Eastern names. Illustrated 

by Luisa Uribe.  

Our book choice of the 

month is: 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 YWCA continues to take measures to prevent the spread of 

COVID-19. Staff and student temperatures are taken daily, and we 
have increased handwashing and sanitizing our classrooms. We 

have also required face masks and social distancing as much as 

possible. We insist that families wear face masks at drop off and 
pick-up times. If your child has a fever of 100 degrees or higher 

and exhibits symptoms such as frequent coughing, sneezing, and 

runny nose, we will send them home. Please continue to practice 

the 3 W’s – wear a face covering, watch your distance, and 
wash your hands. 

 

Please contact us if your child has been exposed to any family 
member or person with COVID-19. Your child will have to 

quarantine or complete appropriate testing if exposed to 

COVID-19. 
 

For questions about billing and invoicing, please contact Barb 

Paisley at finance@metroeastywca.org.  

 
YWCA of Alton accepts CHASI and DCFS payment collaborations. 

If you need assistance paying for childcare, visit the CHASI 

webpage to check eligibility.  
 

Thank you to all who have donated items off our Amazon Wishlist. 

We are truly blessed by your generosity. We are still in need of 

supplies in order for us to support our students.  If you would like 

to donate, please check out our Child Enrichment Amazon 

Wishlist. 
 
 
 

Important Notes  

Reading A- Z Data: (does not include morning only students) 

90% of Wood River - Hartford Students entered in Reading Log  

71% of Alton Students entered in Reading Log  

82% Roxana Students entered in Reading Log 

Of the 82% of Roxana students entered in the reading log, 80% of 
them read with 95-100% accuracy. 10% read with 90-94% 

accuracy. 5% read with 85-89% accuracy, and 5% read with 75-

79% accuracy. Students need to read with an accuracy rate of 95% 

or greater to progress to the next reading level.  
 

  

mailto:finance@metroeastywca.org
http://www.dhs.state.il.us/applications/childcareeligcalc/eligcalc.html
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/23JKDIAM6Z9N6?ref_=wl_share&fbclid=IwAR1tfY0GxGzbUjO5bHvRSiuGym3iZH1vi96CwLWMVEcb_ktRvXVXYk92TJs.
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/23JKDIAM6Z9N6?ref_=wl_share&fbclid=IwAR1tfY0GxGzbUjO5bHvRSiuGym3iZH1vi96CwLWMVEcb_ktRvXVXYk92TJs.


Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  
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 Spring Camp Day: students 
will spend the day doing spring 
themed activities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

6 
What is Autism: students 
will learn about Autism 
facts and myths, while 
learning to celebrate each 
other’s differences.  
 
 

7 
Autism Fact/Myth: students 
will read statements and 
decide if they are true or 
false. 
 
Social Communication: 
students will read a short 
passage about 
communication and answer 
prompted questions.  
 
Jigsaw Coloring Sheets: 
students will color puzzle 
pieces in observance of 
Autism Awareness month 
and put together a class 
puzzle. 
 

8 
Sensory: students will 
read passages about 
sensory needs and answer 
questions. 
 
Stress Balls: students will 
make their own stress 
balls out of balloons.  
 
Read Aloud: students will 
read stories about Autism 
from selected books.  

9 
Wear Blue: students will 
wear blue for autism 
awareness for a group 
picture.  
 
Wrap Up: students will 
review all the information 
about Autism from the week 
. 
 
Color by Code: students will 
complete a color by code 
activity on autism.  
 
Foam Dough: for more 
sensory fun, students will 
make their own foam 
dough.  

 
 

12 
Intro to Habitats: students will 
be introduced to the topic for 
the week and talk about 
different types of habitats.  
 
Native Plants and Animals: 
students will discuss and learn 
about what plants and animals 
are native to certain parts of 
the world.  
 

13 
Deforestation: students will 
learn about what 
deforestation is.  
 
Habitat in a Box Research: 
students will be placed into 
teams to conduct research on 
a type of habitat. Their team 
must then create that habitat 
from their research.  

14 
 Animal Habitats: students 
will read the story “Animal 
Habitats” and create posters 
on two different animals 
from different habitats that 
they have learned about so 
far.  
 

15 
 Animal Reports: students 
will pick an animal they 
have learned about this 
week and do a mini report 
on them.  
 
 

16 
Habitat Presentation Day: in 
their groups, students will 
present their animal 
habitats to the class.  
 
Guess the Habitat Game: 
students will draw a habitat 
of their choice and the class 
will have to guess which 
animal lives in that habitat 
and which habitat it is.  
 

April Curriculum 
S T E A M = Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, Math 

YWCA Mission YWCA Mission YWCA Mission YWCA Mission 
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19 
Earth Week: students will be 
introduced to the weekly topic 
of Earth Week.  
Wear Orange: to promote our 
YWCA mission, students will 
wear orange.  
 

 

 

 

 

20  
Can we Reuse it?: students 
will dive deeper into 
sustainability by collecting and 
bringing in reusable items to 
construct a game made out of 
renewable resources.  
Green Fair: students will start 
constructing a green project to 
showcase at Friday’s Green 
Fair.  
 
 

 

21  
Nature: Students will go on 
a nature walk around their 
sites to observe what they 
see and collect items on 
their Scavenger Hunt List. 
After sanitized, students will 
use their collected materials 
to make a craft.  
 
 

22  
“I can Help the Earth”: 
students will write about 
the ways they can help 
the earth.  
Earth Day Pledge: 
students will sign a pledge 
to help improve our 
planet.  
Balloon Earth Lanterns: 

students will Paper Mache 

an earth lantern to take 

home with them 

.  

23  
Green Fair: students will 
present their projects and 
students will get a chance to 
test out each team project.  
Earth Day Treat: students 
will enjoy a snack of 
blueberries and broccoli to 
represent the colors of the 
earth 
 
YWCA Stand Against 
Racism: to kick off the 
YWCA campaign, students 
will learn about racism and 
take the pledge.  
 

26 
Eliminating Racism in the 
Classroom: students will learn 
about what it means to be an 
anti-racist in the classroom.  
“All are Welcome” students 
will read the book and discuss 
the importance of making all 
students feel a sense of 
belonging in the classroom 
setting.  

27 
Say Something: students will 
learn the importance of 
speaking up against racism 
and hate.  
Friend Tic Tac Toe: students 
will go around the room and 
ask different students 
questions  
 

 

28 
Social Justice in our 
Classroom Community: 
students will complete a “in 
this class we believe” 
activity where students 
must finish the statement 
and explain how they will 
show the statement in the 
classroom each day.  
 

 

29 
Malala Yousufzai: 
students will learn about 
Malala and learn 
vocabulary terms on 
activism and grassroots.  
Dream World: students 
will draw and write about 
what their dream world 
looks like.  
 

 

30 
Diversity: The Colors of Us: 
Students will listen to the 
story: “Color of Us by Karen 
Katz and discuss how they 
see diversity in the 
classroom and in their 
communities.  
“I am Special because…”  
Students will draw 
themselves and write why 
they are special and present 
it to the class.  

YWCA Mission YWCA Mission YWCA Mission YWCA Mission YWCA Mission 

S S; E S S;A S; YWCA Mission 


