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We have tentative schedules for the various  districts listed for your 

information although we encourage you to review your District’s data 

directly. 

11/3: Election Day- No School (ALL) *Camp at Alton and Ivy Heights Sites 

11/5: Early Dismissal- Ivy Heights *Site open 

11/6: No School- Roxana School District *Camp at Ivy Heights 

11/11: Veteran’s Day-No School (ALL) *Camp at Alton and Ivy Heights 

Sites 

11/25: Thanksgiving Break- No School (ALL) *Camp at Alton and Ivy 

Heights Sites* 

11/26-27- YWCA Sites CLOSED- Thanksgiving Break 

12/8 Early Dismissal-Roxana School District  

12/21-12/23  No School - Roxana School District *Camp at Ivy Heights  

12/22-12/23  No School – Wood River-Hartford School District. *Camp at 

Alton **Attendance Permitting 

12/23  No School – Alton School District. *Camp at Alton  

12/24 -12/25 YWCA Sites Closed for Christmas Break  

For all Early Dismissal Days and Camp Days, please sign your child up 

at their site. If you sign them up and they do not come, you WILL be 

charged unless you give us notice.  

 

 

Looking Ahead Director’s Note  

Dear Parents and Guardians,  

 
2020 is a year for the books. I think I speak for everyone when I say this 

year has been a big challenge. We have encountered a pandemic, crazy 
schedule changes, and even a flood, but what has never changed is our 

dedication to provide you with the highest quality childcare. Our staff are 

doing their best to keep up with these changing times, but they need your 

help.  

Please provide us with your child’s new Hybrid Schedule, and that your 
children arrive for their remote learning day with their Chromebooks 
charged and all the needed materials for their day. We are doing our best 

to ensure students are logged in at the appropriate times, staying on task 

and helping with homework.   

Wood River/Hartford School District went back to In-Person Learning on 

September 21, 2020. All Camp days for Wood River/Hartford will continue 
to be held at our Alton Site, permitting enough attendance. If you need 

childcare on Camp Days, please sign up your children.  

In November, we are excited to be starting a new reading program. 

Reading A-Z is an  award-winning program that will enhance student’s 
reading skills and learning. It includes thousands of books that your 

children will enjoy reading.  

Currently, we do not have any openings at any of our sites, our 

attendance is full. If you would like to join our waitlist, please contact us.  

Thank you for your patience as we all navigate through this new learning 
experience. We are all in this together.  Please contact me if you have any 

questions or concerns.  

Best,  

Kathy Holder  

Child Enrichment Director  

 



  

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

We started out the month with Famous Artists Week. Throughout the 
week, students were introduced to different styles of famous artists such 

as Vincent Van Gough, Claude Monet, Lois Mailou Jones, and Jackson 
Pollock. Students made their own color by number of Van Gough’s Starry 

Night, splatter painted like Pollock and designed their own clothing like 

Mailou Jones.   

In observance of International Day of the Girl, students spent Monday 
October 12, learning about four girls who are making a difference in their 

community and in the world – Bellen Woodward, Mari Copeny, Greta 

Thurnberg and Malala Yousafzai.  

During Indigenous Peoples Week, students learned about the rich history 
of those who lived in the United States long before the arrival of 

Christopher Columbus and other Europeans. Students learned about 

their culture, where they lived and the many different tribes.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

October 18 marked the start of YWCA Week Without Violence. It is part of 
a global movement with YWCAs across the country and around the world 

to end violence against women and girls. During this week, students will 

discuss different types of bulling and cyberbullying. Students will also 

learn how to say “No” and stand up and help those who are being bullied.  

 

Halloween week will engage the children with engineering and other 
STEAM activities, including building their own pumpkin catapults and 
spider web bridges. Ending the week with a bang, students will learn 

about chemical reactions with exploding vinegar and baking soda 
pumpkins.  

October Curriculum  

Maya, 1st Grade, 

showing off her Greta 

Thurnberg book on 

Climate Change. 

 

 

 
 

I like to do art like 

Pollock because his 

art was the best.” 

-Gage Conklin 

3rd Grade 

 

Haili, Braydon, and Chloe 

drew self-portraits using 

Bellen Woodward’s “More 

than Peach” Crayons.  

 

After learning about Mari Copeny 

and her mission to clean up Flint 

Michigan water, our Roxana 

students conducted a water filter 

experiment. 



 

  

 

  

The YWCA of Alton accepts CHASI and DCFS payment collaborations. 

If you need assistance paying for childcare, visit the CHASI webpage 

to check eligibility.  

 

We are now offering Before-Care to the Alton school district students 

at YWCA of Alton. If you need to change your status, please contact 

us as soon as possible.  

 

Thank you to all who have donated items off our Amazon Wishlist. We 

are truly blessed by your generosity. We are still in need of supplies. 

If you would like to donate, please check out our Child Enrichment 

Amazon Wishlist.  

 

 

Alton started Hybrid Learning schedule October 19, 2020. The YWCA pricing 

for Hybrid schedule is: 

• Non-Attendance Day $30  

• Before-School Care on In-Person Instruction day $10 per day  

• After- School Care on In-Person Instruction day $15 per day  

• Before & After School Care on In-Person Instruction day $20 per day  

Our staff need your child’s daily schedule for Remote Learning days and ask 

to make sure children’s Chromebooks are fully charged for the next morning.  

YWCA continues to take measures to prevent the spread of COVID-19. To date, 

we have not had a COVID-19 outbreak at YWCA.  Staff and student 

temperatures are taken daily, and we have increased handwashing and 

sanitizing our classrooms. We have also required face masks and social 

distancing as much as possible. We insist that families wear face masks at 

drop off and pick up times. If your child has a fever of 100 degrees or higher 

and exhibits symptoms such as frequent coughing, sneezing, and runny nose, 

we will send them home.  

Please contact us if any family member has been exposed to a person 

with COVID-19. Your child will have to be tested and quarantined at home 

until negative test results are received.  

If any parents are interested in serving on the YWCA Board of Directors, please 

contact Kathy Holder at cedirector@altonywca.com or 618-465-7774 for 

more information.  Erin Kochan, CE parent, currently serves on the Board of 

Directors. 

For questions about billing and invoicing, please contact Barb Paisley 

at finance@altonywca.com. 

 

  

Important Notes  

Special thanks to Alton Junior League for 

donating underwear, pants, shirts, and 

masks for our students from their Junior 

League Locker Program. 

 

http://www.dhs.state.il.us/applications/childcareeligcalc/eligcalc.html
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/23JKDIAM6Z9N6?ref_=wl_share&fbclid=IwAR1tfY0GxGzbUjO5bHvRSiuGym3iZH1vi96CwLWMVEcb_ktRvXVXYk92TJs.
mailto:cedirector@altonywca.com
mailto:finance@altonywca.com


  

Staff Highlights  

Kathy Holder  
 

This will be Kathy Holder’s third year at the YWCA of Alton. Before her role as our 

Director, Kathy spent 18 years with Alton School District as a Teacher’s Assistant, 

providing teacher help, curriculum development and instruction for autistic classes.  

She was also a Lead Teacher for Riverbend Head Start for 9 years.  

Our Child Enrichment Program has benefited greatly under her direction. Kathy’s 

creativity, high energy and warmth show just how dedicated she is to her students 

and our mission at the YWCA of Alton. She has a genuine love for teaching and her 

students, and we are all very lucky to have her on our team for the past 2 years.   

In her free time, Kathy enjoys sewing, reading, and shopping. She also loves to spend 

time with her husband Dan, her two grown children, and her two dachshunds.  

Kathy has an Associates degree from Lewis and Clark Community college in Early 

Childhood Education and completed classes at Southern Illinois University in early 

childhood as well.  

 

 



Taiylor LeFlore  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff Highlights  

Aliyah LeFlore  

Hello! I am Aliyah LeFlore, and I am a site coordinator in the Child Enrichment Program 

here at the YWCA of Alton! I’ve worked in the CE program during my time in school to 

become an elementary educator. Being a teacher at the YWCA the past few years, helped 

me realize I wanted to become an elementary educator. In 2016, I decided to switch my 

major to early childhood education, and I’m so glad I did! This has been a great 

experience to help me learn how to work with a diverse group of students, discover my 

teaching style, and most importantly make connections with my kiddos to develop a fun 

and respectful classroom community! I am looking forward to student-teaching next 

Spring of 2021! In my free time I enjoy spending time with my family and friends, reading, 

listening to music, and shopping!! I love chocolate, coffee, and TARGET!! Over the years, 

I’ve gotten to know so many amazing staff, students, and families of the CE program and 

will forever cherish my time here! 

 

Hello, I am Taiylor. I have been the site coordinator at Wood River for the past several 

years. I am currently in school for  Early Childhood Education and am looking forward 

to student-teaching next semester. My time at YWCA has greatly prepared me for 

becoming a teacher. My favorite part about working here is being able to build 

relationships with our amazing students. When I am not working, I enjoy 

spending time with family and friends, all things interior design, and shopping at 

Target.  

 



 

 

 

  

Saddi Brands  

Sierra Black  

  Hello! My name is Sierra and I have worked at the YWCA for a year now at the Roxana and Alton 

sites.  My time working here has given me a great teaching and learning experience. I love 

working with my students, teaching them new things, and seeing their smiling faces each day. 

This job is never boring, as these kids are always keeping me on my toes! When I am not at the 

YWCA, I am delivering groceries for Insta Cart, and spending time with my family.  

Hello, my name is Saddi, and I have worked at the YWCA for about a year now at the Alton 

site. I love working with the kids at the Y so much that I have decided to go to school for 

Elementary Education. The thing I love most about working at the Y is that it feels like a family 

with the kiddos and staff! Everyone cares and that’s something you don’t always find in a job. 

Outside of work, I  love doing anything outdoors, hanging out with friends, family, and my 

pup Bear!   

Staff Highlights  



Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  

2 
Road to the Election 
Students will learn the 
history behind elections and 
prepare for an election of 
their own in class, filling out 
their own Voter Registration 
Cards.  

 

                                     3 
Voting Day 
Students will learn the history 
behind gaining the right to 
vote and the key components 
to vote. 

Ballot Box Construction  
Students will line up at the 
“poll” to cast their vote in the 
Candy Election.  

E 

          
Counting Votes  
Students will learn the 
process of determining how a 
president is elected and learn 
the results of their class votes 
for their candy election.  
Students will also make an 
Election flip book of all the 
new information they 
learned.                                 M 

5 
“If I Were President” 
Students will create their 
own campaign, with 
slogans, hats, and t-shirts 
to become the class 
president of the YWCA.  
They will also discuss what 
attributes a good leader 
has.  

6 
“Class Election Day” 
From yesterday’s 
campaigns, students will 
then vote in their class for 
who they believe should be 
class president.  
Students will watch an 
episode from Boy Meets 
World called “Class Election 
Day”.  

                  
All About Fall  
Photosynthesis: Students 

will learn why trees change 
colors during the autumn 
months. They will use this 
knowledge to complete an 
art project using only leaves 
as their paint.  

                                              
                                            S 

                                  10 
“Core” Curriculum 
Students will learn the story 
of Jonny Appleseed and how 
trees grow.  
 

Apple Paint 
 
 
 
                                        S/ A  

11 
Veterans Day  
Students will spend time 
learning about why we 
celebrate and honor our 
Veterans.  

Popcorn Plans 
Students will learn about 
where popcorn comes from 
while enjoying the delicious 
snack.   

                                       12 
Pumpkin Science 
Students will learn and 
discuss what plants need 
in order to grow.  
 
Students will use this 
knowledge to plant a 
pumpkin seed of their 
own.  

                                        S 

13 
Fall Harvest  
Students will watch videos 
on how our food makes it 
from field to table.  
 

   

16 
Poetry  
Poetry helps in language 

development writing and 

creative skills. Students will 
learn what a poem is and 
read poems from some of 
the best poets in history.  

17 
Writing Poetry 
Students will learn how to 
write poetry.  

Paint Chip Poetry 
Students will write a poem of 
their own based on the color 
name from the paint chip 
strip.  

18 
The Power of Words: 
Teaching Tolerance and 
Identity  
Students will learn the power 
their words have. Students 
will then write a poem about 
themselves and who they 
are.                    YWCA Mission 

19 
Acrostics 
Students will learn about 
Acrostic Poems and read 
examples from poets who 
used this technique, like 
Edgar Allen Poe and Shell 
Silverstein.  

 20 
Poetry Book  
Students will use the lessons 
learned and poems written 
throughout the week to 
make their own poetry 
book.  

 
 
                                          A 

November Curriculum 
S T E A M = Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, Math 

4 

9 



 

 
 

23 
Giving Thanks  
Students will learn the 
history behind thanksgiving 
and  traditions.  

Discussing Traditions  
Students will learn about 
other traditions different 
from their own  

24 
Volunteering 
Students will spend the day 
understanding the 
importance of being an active 
member in our community.  

Volunteer Activity  
 

 

YWCA Mission 

25 
Gratitude 
Students will spend the day 
reflecting on the things in 
their lives they are most 
thankful for. There will be 
activities, games, and 
discussions on gratitude.  
Students will design their 
placemats for thanksgiving 

representing what they are 

most thankful for.  

26 27 

30 
All About Eyes 
Diagram of the eye  
Students will take a closer 
look at how our eyes work.  

Yellow Super Foods 
Students will discuss the 
importance of keeping your 
eyes healthy and what they 
can do to protect their eyes.   

Perspective 
We will discuss different 
perspectives and how taking 
new perspectives is helpful.  

 
 

S 

1 
Sound 
Students will learn about 
how their ears work from 
the inside out.  
Silly Ears 
Whole Body Listening  
Students will learn that active 
listening is not just done 
through their ears, but with 
their whole bodies.  

 

 

                                                                                                                        

2 
Smell 
Students will learn about 
their noses and sense of 
smell through information 
videos and worksheets.  
 
Students will test their 
sniffers with a “Guess the 
Scent Game”  
Students will also be 
introduced to how the nose 
plays a role in how we taste 
our food.  

 
 

S 

3 
Taste 
Students will learn 
about their taste buds 
and the areas on our 
tongues that we taste 
different foods, like 
sweet, salty, and sour.  
 
Bean Boozeled  
Students will test their 
luck and taste buds to 
see which flavor Jelly 
Bean they receive.  
 
                                         S 

4 
Touch  
Students will learn how we 
are able to feel and touch 
things through informative 
videos.  

No Touch Greetings 
Due to our current 
environment, students will 
learn more ways to greet 
one another that does not 
involve physical touch.  
“What’s in the Box” 
Students will take turns 
feeling an object in a box 
without seeing it to try to 
guess what they are feeling. 
                                                S  

Thanksgiving YWCA Closed  

S 


