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We have tentative schedules for the various districts listed for your 

information although, we encourage you to review your District’s data 

directly. 

1/1 YWCA Sites Closed for New Year’s Day  

1/4 No School (All) *Camp at Alton and Ivy Heights 

1/5 Wood River-Hartford Resume School 

1/5 No School Alton School District* Camp at Alton  

1/5 No School- Roxana School District*Camp at Ivy Heights  

1/6 Alton School District Resume Hybrid Learning Schedule 

1/6 -1/8 Roxana School District Resume School *Remote Learning 

Camp at Ivy Heights 

1/11- Roxana School District Resume In-Person Instruction 

1/18 Martin Luther King Jr’s Birthday No School (All) *Camp at Alton and 

Ivy Heights 

1/25 Wood River-Hartford School District Remote Instruction Day* 

Camp at Alton 

1/29 No School - Wood River Hartford School District* Camp at Alton** 

Attendance Permitting  

2/3 Roxana School District Early Dismissal  

2/4 Roxana No School *Camp at Ivy Heights 

2/15 Presidents Day No School (All) *Camp at Alton and Ivy Heights  

 

Looking Ahead Director’s Note  

Dear Parents and Guardians,  
 

I hope everyone had a wonderful holiday break. Just before the break, we 
had our first positive case at our Roxana Site location. The situation was 
handled briskly and under guidance from the Madison County Health 

department and the Roxana School District.  We closed the site for the full 
14-day quarantine. I am relieved to announce that so far, we have not had 

any other positive cases result from that one exposure. Our Roxana Site is 

now open and excited to see our students after the quarantine break!  

Please continue to practice the 3 W’s – wear a face covering, watch your 

distance, and wash your hands. 

As of now, Alton School District will return to Remote Learning starting 
January 6, 2021. Wood River Hartford will return to In-Person instruction 

beginning January 5, 2021. Roxana School District will resume starting 
with Remote instruction January 6-8 and return to In-Person instruction 

January 11, 2021. Please keep us up to date with your students’ Hybrid 

learning plans in order for our Site Coordinators to better assist students 

with their schoolwork.  

The YWCA of Alton is officially changing its name to YWCA of the Metro East. 
This process will begin in January. Please note that our emails will change. 

Once changed, we will notify all our families of the email addresses to 

contact us. We are excited that our organization name will now replicate 

just how large our service area is here in the Metro East.  

I want to thank all our Alton and Wood River families for turning in their 

Income Surveys. Through these surveys, we were able to access $20,000 in 
grant funds from Madison County. These funds will help us to cover our 

Alton Remote Learning Center costs.  

Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns.  

Happy Holidays,  

Kathy Holder  

Child Enrichment Director  

 



   

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

December Curriculum  

Students began the month learning about the 5 Senses – Sight, 

Sound, Smell, Taste and Touch. Our students learned about their 

Eyes and the benefits of taking perspectives, how their ears work and 

how they can be a whole-body listener, how their noses work, where 

on their tongues they taste certain foods and how they are able to 

feel and touch objects. Students played a “Guess What’s in the Box” 

game to see if they could tell which item they were touching without 

looking. 

Coding week unplugged the students from their computers to take a 

different look at coding. Students learned about the Binary Code and 

coded their names into Code Name Bracelets. Students learned about 

Sequencing and building code patterns through coding their own 

dance routines. Our students ended the week with Code Centers and 

Lego Coding where they were tasked to create a Lego maze and code 

their partner through the maze.  

 

Haili feeling her object during 5 

Senses Week to feel out what is 

in the box.  

Our Alton students with their Silly Ears learning 

how they can become Whole Body Listeners.  

Our Wood River students during Coding Week. Leegan is 

showing off his code name bracelet while Addalynn and 

Ronan practice coding with a Dance Code game.  



To end December, Students traveled around the world and visited different 

countries to learn about how they celebrate holidays. Students learned about 

Christmas in Russia, Brazil, Sweden, Australia, Mexico and in Italy. Students will 

also spend time learning about Kwanzaa, Diwali and the Chinese New Year 

Celebration.  

  

During Winter Week, students learned about the season of winter 

and how each winter’s weather is predicted every year. Students also 

learned about snow, blizzards versus snowstorms, and which 

animals migrate, hibernate, or adapt to survive the winter weather. 

Students also learned about Solstices and Equinoxes and how they 

relate to the start of a new season.  

 

December Curriculum  
 

Pictured are our Roxana students with their Diwali 
Lanterns (top left), our Alton and Wood River students 
enjoying a traditional Australian desert during the 
holidays (bottom corner), and our Alton and Wood 
River students with their Diwali Rangolis.  

Grace looking out the window to help 

make this year’s winter weather 

prediction. 

Blake matching his animal to its correct 

winter weather method of survival. 

Monarch Butterflies migrate!  



 

  

 

  

 

Please contact us if your child has been exposed to any family 

member or person with COVID-19. Your child will have to 
quarantine or complete appropriate testing if exposed to COVID-19. 

 
 

For questions about billing and invoicing, please contact Barb Paisley 
at finance@altonywca.com.  

 
YWCA of Alton accepts CHASI and DCFS payment collaborations. If you 
need assistance paying for childcare, visit the CHASI webpage to check 

eligibility.  
 

Thank you to all who have donated items off our Amazon Wishlist. We 
are truly blessed by your generosity. We are still in need of supplies in 

order for us to support our students.  If you would like to donate, please 
check out our Child Enrichment Amazon Wishlist.  

 

 

 
 

 

Alton will resume Remote Learning Instruction beginning January 6, 2021.  

Wood River – Hartford will resume In Person Instruction beginning January 5, 

2021.  

Roxana will resume school January 6-8 with all students Remote. January 11, 

students will resume In-Person Instruction.  

*With learning schedules changing, please see district information 
directly for the most current information regarding your child’s 

schedule.  

The YWCA pricing for Remote schedule is: 

• Full Time $140 per week  

• Part Time $90 per week 

Our staff need your child’s daily schedule for Remote Learning days and ask 

to make sure children’s Chromebooks are fully charged for the next morning.  

 
Our Reading A-Z Program has been incorporated into our program since 

November. With this program, we are able to test the level our students are 

reading at and if it is where they should be in accordance with their grade 

level. This program is helping our students practice their reading and 
comprehension skills, while helping us to craft our curriculum to our 

students’ educational needs. 

 
YWCA continues to take measures to prevent the spread of COVID-19. Staff 
and student temperatures are taken daily, and we have increased 

handwashing and sanitizing our classrooms. We have also required face 

masks and social distancing as much as possible. We insist that families wear 
face masks at drop off and pick up times. If your child has a fever of 100 

degrees or higher and exhibits symptoms such as frequent coughing, 
sneezing, and runny nose, we will send them home.  

 

 

Important Notes  

mailto:finance@altonywca.com
http://www.dhs.state.il.us/applications/childcareeligcalc/eligcalc.html
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/23JKDIAM6Z9N6?ref_=wl_share&fbclid=IwAR1tfY0GxGzbUjO5bHvRSiuGym3iZH1vi96CwLWMVEcb_ktRvXVXYk92TJs.


Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  

4 

Walt Disney: students will 
complete a biography on 
Walt Disney to learn 
about his life and 
accomplishments.  

Character Building: 
students will learn how 
Walt created his Disney 
characters. Students will 
also learn about how they 
can build great character 
in themselves. 
 

 

5 
Animations: students will 
learn about the history of 
animations from the 
beginning.  
Phi Phenomenon: motion 
picture is an illusion. 
Students will create the 
illusion of motion with a flip 
book comic. 
 

 

6 
Disney Parks: students 
will get to take a virtual 
field trip to the parks. 
Students will also learn 
the history and timeline 
behind the building of the 
parks. 
 

 

 

 

 

7 
Mickey Mouse History: 
students will learn 
about the birth of 
Mickey Mouse and 
watch the first ever 
Mickey Mouse Cartoon 
“Plane Crazy”. 

8 

Film Making: students 

will learn about the 

history of film making 

from the beginning. 

Students will watch a 

crash course on film 

making. Movie Day: 

students will decide 

which Disney Movie they 

would like to watch as a 

class and complete a 

comprehension quiz on 

that movie.  

11 
Intro to Goals: students 
will learn about what 
goals are and how to set 
some for themselves this 
new year.  
SMART: (Specific, 
Measurable, Attainable, 
Realistic, and Time 
Bound) Students will 
learn how to create goals 
using this model.  
 

12 
Academic Goals: to start 
the year off right, students 
will set an academic goal 
for themselves and create a 
goal tracker to see their 
progress. 
 

 

 

13 

Vision Board: students 

will learn what a vision 

board is and brainstorm 

some things to include in 

their vision board. 

Students will use 

magazines to cut out 

visual elements to show 

their goals.  

14 
Smart Goal Recap: 
students will review 
with teachers what 
SMART goals are and 
participate in a SCOOT 
goal activity where they 
need to reword each 
goal to get SCOOT back 
to SMART.   

15 

Goal Setting: Students 

will read a story about a 

giraffe with a big goal.  

Goal Setting Game: as a 

class, students will set a 

goal to see how long they 

can keep a balloon in the 

air.  

 

January Curriculum 
S T E A M = Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, Math 
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18 

Who is Martin Luther 

King Jr.: students will 

complete a biography of 

MLK to learn about his 

important work in the 

world.  

 

 

 

19 
Biography Reports: 
students will complete a 
MLK Biography to gain clues 
about where certain things 
are hidden in a MLK 
scavenger hunt 

20 

March on Washington: 

students will read and 

discuss the March on 

Washington and MLK’s I 

Have A Dream Speech. 

How I would Change the 

World: students will 

brainstorm ideas on how 

they can change the 

world for the better.  

 

21 

Diversity: students will 

learn about diversity 

and participate in a 

guided session.  

Crayon Box Craft: to 

reiterate diversity, each 

class with create a 

crayon box of all their 

students’ self-portraits.  

 

 

22 

Sit ins and Non-Violent 

Protests: students will 

read and discuss the 

history behind non-

violent protests and the 

Greensboro Sit in.  

Freedom on the Menu: 
students will read the 
book titles “Freedom on 
the Menu” and discuss 
the historical significance 
of that story. 
 

25 

Math Catch Up: students 

will spend the week 

brushing up on their math 

skills.  

Bubble Wrap Math: 

students will use 

flashcards to solve math 

problems. Once solved 

they have to find the 

correct number on the 

bubble wrap sheet to 

pop.  

26 

Money: students will 

review how to count money 

and how much each coin 

and dollar is worth through 

various group worksheets.  

Class Store: students will 

complete a group activity to 

use their money counting 

skills to accurately price and 

check out at the class store.  

 

27 

Measurement: students 

will learn about kitchen 

measurement skills, 

learning cups, ounces, 

teaspoons, and 

tablespoons. Students will 

use their knowledge to 

help measure out the 

proper ingredients for a 

special class treat.  

 

28 

National Blueberry 

Pancake Day: student 

will complete a Pancake 

math activity where 

their math flashcards 

are in the form of 

pancakes that need to 

be flipped to reveal the 

correct answer. This 

activity incorporates 

math skill building with 

fine motor 

coordination.   

29 
 
National Puzzle Day: in 
observance of Puzzle Day 
students will solve math 
problems to finish their 
coloring puzzles. Students 
will also complete math 
puzzle centers that 
incorporate skills they 
have built throughout the 
week.  

YWCA Mission YWCA Mission YWCA Mission YWCA Mission; A YWCA Mission 

M M M M M 


